
 



Ethel was born January 24, 1912, to Lester Leroy and Ada Lee Little Harris Butler at 
Clover Creek near Bliss, Idaho, County of Lincoln.  She was next to the oldest of six 
children raised in the family. She was preceded in death by the oldest sister, Patricia 
Harris Hawks, Lucille King/Clark/Hall, the twins, Bob and Lee Butler, Bob’s sons Gary 
& Eddie Butler. Ethel is survived by her beloved family, a brother, Dana Lee Butler & 
his wife Peggy of Rawlins, Wyoming, Nieces, Carlotta Oneida, her husband Charles and 
family of Boise, Helen Hawks Silsby Huffman, her husband John and family of 
Meridian, Ellen Butler Nulsen of Greenbrier, AR, and her family, Janet Butler Corlew of 
San Jose; and nephews, Roy King of Seattle and family, Lynn King his wife Thessy and 
family of Fort Collins, Colorado, Gary’s widow, Susan Butler and family of Emmett, 
Idaho, Eddie’s widow, Diane Butler and family of Bliss, Idaho, extended family Max & 
Barbara Clark and family of Boise, Terry & Anita Clark and family of Hailey, Idaho. 
 

 
 
Ethel learned early in life to appreciate education, nature and the outdoors with her Father 
being a Forest Ranger, her mother a school teacher and grandparent’s avid teachers of the 
Arts, education, and science. 
 
Ethel began First Grade in a one room school house in Pine. She had completed her High 
School education and 3 years toward her degree at Gooding College, in Gooding, Idaho, 
when she met and fell in love with Herbert Coleman. They eloped and began working for 
Herb’s folks. The first summer was wrangling cattle, living in a covered wagon and 
cooking over an open fire. Ethel perfected sourdough cooking but always remembered 
her first “Company for dinner”, a young man riding horseback cross-country stopped to 
eat. As it happens she had her first flop with biscuits and they were hard as a rock. Ethel 
said she had remembered that embarrassment all her life, but she said “He just ate them, 
like they were the best he had ever had and never said a word!”  
 
Ethel and Herb continued to work for his folks, and at one point they, just the two of 
them, moved 250 cattle from Magic Reservoir area, across the lava flows, and down to 
the Snake River for the winter. Eventually they got their own land and began to ranch and 



milk cows. They were hand milking cows until Herb’s horse fell on him and Ethel had to 
buy a milking machine to keep their order filled. After Herb recovered, Ethel started 
work as a switchboard operator, night operator and then promoted to Supervisor for the 
Ma Bell Telephone Company of Twin Falls. She was with Ma Bell for 27 years until she 
retired at 63. 

 
 
After losing herb in 1986, Ethel moved to Glenns Ferry in 1989. She was very active in 
the Blue Bird Society and loved to go with her sister Lucille to check, clean nests and 
tally the eggs in the spring. Always an avid bird watcher Ethel kept all the birds fed 
around her home, except those pesky Black Birds!  
  
She loved cats and dogs and had a faithful friend for years in her home and always three 
or four cats plus the outside cats that came from the surrounding area and neighbors. She 
fed them all. 



 
 
Ethel was an active Gardner, (ran in the family), with considerable wisdom and 
experience with raising, preserving, and canning of fruits and vegetables. Ethel also was 
an accomplished hunter, shooting, skinning, and cutting up her own deer and elk for the 
family meat. Along with being a great partner to Herb in work, she also was good at 
fishing and rock hounding. 
 
Not only an Artist of the Oils and drawing, like her mother, Ada, Ethel painted the great 
outdoors, cats, flowers, and .especially her roses.  Ethel was also an accomplished crochet 
artist and made her family many wonderful Afghans that are real heirlooms and will be 
cherished forever. 
 
Ethel was quiet and soft spoken, a joy to be around and was always pleasant with a great 
sense of humor. She always made the best of what life had to offer with no complaints. 
Of the three sisters, she was the quiet focused one, not known to say anything bad about 
anyone. 

 
 
 She will always be remembered for her smiling, acceptance of all that life brought her 
way. All her Family members loved her and cherished the times they spent together with 
her. 
 


